24                       EDGAR ALLAN POE.
still through all the unconscious transformations of time and genius, the individuality of Poe is plainly discernible in two of its marked traits, — his tendency to idealize a woman's memory, and the kinship of his emotional beliefs with superstition.
Poe left Master Burke's in March, 1825, and spent the remainder of the year in preparing himself with the aid of private instruction, for the University of Virginia, then in its first session. In his not too scanty leisure hours he nursed his first flame, in the ordinary way of mortal love, by life devotions to a neighbor's  daughter, younger Uianhimself, Miss Sarah Elmira Eoyster; but, her fattier diligently intercepting all letters, this romance ended on the young lady's part in an early marriage, and on Poe's in some reproachful stanzas & la Byron, wherein the rejected suitor seeks to immortalize the fair one's infidelity.    The inamo-rafea's reminiscences of her lover, too, are prettily conventional: he was, she says,1 beautiful, sad, and silent, but as she adds that he was fond of music and clever at his sketching, particularly of herself, lie evidently, like undistinguished youths, foiind Imtebfe means to overcome the difficulties of con-y«safion.    The most fondly recollected hours of iftfe year, however (the last in which he lived under &e waste roof with Mr. Allan), must have been $paafe in iii& pleasant and spacious home which Jfo, AHaii purchased in this summer for his set-7o«rn#Z, IT, S., iv. 429 (May, 1878).,herent the thick walla, «lwphority whatever to sxipport it.
